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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the response filed on May 22, 2006, 

• Claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, and 18 are amended. 

• Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 16, 17 19, and 20 are canceled. 

• Claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, and 18 have been allowed. 

Examiner's Amendment 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in an interview with attorney Laslie A. 
Van Leeuwen conducted in person on June 4, 2007. 

4. The examiner under agreement by the attorney representing the applicant has amended claims 
1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, and 18. Also canceling claims4, 6, 11, 13, 17, and 19. 

The claims in the application has been amended as follow: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of tracking surplus reduction actions, said method comprising: 

receiving a surplus reduction action from a user, wherein the user is an employee and wherein 
the surplus reduction action includes a surplus acknowledgment; 
identifying a user identifier corresponding to the user; 

storing the user identifier and data corresponding to the surplus reduction action in a nonvolatile 
storage area; [[and]] 

providing benefits data to the employee in response to receiving the employee's surplus 
acknowledgement^.]]; 

sending the employee a non-compete agreement: 

receiving a digital signature from the employee corresponding to the non-compete agreement: 
storing the employee's digital signature in the nonvolatile storage area: 
selecting a group of identified surplus employees: 

analyzing digital signatures received from one or more of the identified surplus employees: 
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determining based on the analysis which of the identified surplus employees have not provided 

digital signatures in response to non-compete agreements: and 

sending a reminder notification to the determined group of surplus employees. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method as described in claim 1 further comprising: 

r e c ei v i ng a d i g i t a l signatur e from th e us e r; 

authenticating the digital signature received from the emploveej f: and]] 
stor i ng th e d i g i ta l signatur e i n th e nonvo l at i l e s torag e a re a , 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as described in claim [[4]] 1 further comprising: 

identifying one or more surplus employees that have confidential knowledge of an organization; 
and 

writing a non-compete indicator to a non-compete data storage area corresponding to the 
identified surplus employees, wherein the non-compete agreement is sent to surplus employees 
in response to the identification. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) An information handling system comprising: 

one or more processors; 

a memory accessible by the processors; 

a nonvolatile storage area accessible by the processors; 

a tracking tool for tracking surplus reduction actions, the tracking tool includ i ng comprising 

software instructions stored in the memory, which, when executed bv the processor, cause the 

information handling system to perform a method comprising : 

m e ans for receiving a surplus reduction action from a user, wherein the user is an 
employee and wherein the surplus reduction action includes a surplus acknowledgment; 
m e ans for identifying a user identifier corresponding to the user; 
m ea ns for storing the user identifier and data corresponding to the surplus reduction 

action in the nonvolatile storage area; [[and]] 

m e an s for providing benefits data to the employee in response to receiving the 
employee's surplus acknowledgement^.]]; 
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sending the employee a non-compete agreement: 

receiving a digital signature from the employee corresponding to the non-compete 
agreement: 

storing the employee's digital signature in the nonvolatile storage area: 
selecting a group of identified surplus employees; 

analyzing digital signatures received from one or more of the identified surplus 
employees; 

determining based on the analysis which of the identified surplus employees have not 
provided digital signatures in response to non-compete agreements; and 
sending a reminder notification to the determined group of surplus employees. 

9. (Currently Amended) The information handling system as described in claim 8 furth e r compri si ng 
wherein the method further comprises : 

m e ans for r e ceiving a d i g i ta l si gnature from th e u se r; 

m ea ns for authenticating the digital signature received from the employee. \\\ and]] 
m e ans for s tor i ng th e dig i ta l si gnatur e i n th e nonvolatil e storag e area. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The information handling system as described in claim 1 1 furth e r compr i sing 8 
wherein the method further comprises : 

m e ans for identifying one or more surplus employees that have confidential knowledge of an 
organization; and 

m e an s for writing a non-compete indicator to a non-compete data storage area corresponding to 
the identified surplus employees, wherein the non-compete agreement is sent to surplus 
employees in response to the identification. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A computer program product stored in a computer storage op e rab le media , the 
computer storage media containing instructions for execution by a computer which, when executed by 
the computer, cause the computer to perform a method for tracking surplus reduction actions, said 
comput e r program product method comprising: 
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m e ans for receiving a surplus reduction action from a user, wherein the user is an employee and 
wherein the surplus reduction action includes a surplus acknowledgment; 
m e ans for identifying a user identifier corresponding to the user; 

m ea ns for storing the user identifier and data corresponding to the surplus reduction action in the 
nonvolatile storage area; [[and]] 

m e ans for providing benefits data to the employee in response to receiving the employee's 

surplus acknowledgement^.]]; 

sending the employee a non-compete agreement: 

receiving a digital signature from the employee corresponding to the non-compete agreement; 
storing the employee's digital signature in the nonvolatile storage area; 
selecting a group of identified surplus employees; 

analyzing digital signatures received from one or more of the identified surplus employees; 
determining, based on the analysis which of the identified surplus employees have not provided 
digital signatures in response to non-compete agreements: and 
sending a reminder notification to the determined group of surplus employees. 

15. (Currently Amended) The computer program product as described in claim 14 furth e r compr i s i ng 
wherein the method further comprises : 

m e an s for r e c e iv i ng a dig i ta l signatur e from th e us e r; 

m e an s for authenticating the digital signature received from the emplovee. fr: and]] 
m e ans for s tor i ng th e dig i tal si gnatur e i n th e nonvo l at ile s torago aroa. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer program product as described in claim 17 furth e r compris i ng 14 
wherein the method further comprises : 

m e ans for identifying one or more surplus employees that have confidential knowledge of an 
organization; and 

m e ans for writing a non-compete indicator to a non-compete data storage area corresponding to 
the identified surplus employees, wherein the non-compete agreement is sent to surplus 
employees in response to the identification. 



19. (Canceled) 
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20. (Canceled) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, and 18 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reason for allowance: 

7. The closest prior art of record is U.S Patent Publication No. 2003/01 77361 to Wheeler et al. 
Wheeler teaches method and system for digitally signing an electronic contract document. An electronic 
communication contains an identifier, a message, which includes the document, and a digital signature 
generated with a private key of an asymmetric key pair (247). The identifier may be used to retrieve a 
corresponding public key (287) and account information pertaining to the sender of the message. The 
public key may be used to authenticate the sender and the message. 

8. The closest prior art, Wheeler taken individually or in combination with other arts in the record fail 
to teach or fairly suggest the system or method of the claimed invention as to cause a surplus reduction 
action based on; 

"receiving a digital signature from the employee corresponding to the non-compete agreement; 
storing the employee's digital signature in the nonvolatile storage area; 
selecting a group of identified surplus employees; 

analyzing digital signatures received from one or more of the identified surplus employees; 
determining based on the analysis which of the identified surplus employees have not provided 
digital signatures in response to non-compete agreements..." 

9. Yet even if the claimed inventive steps as described above were found in a reasonable number of 
references, a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would not have been 
motivated to include these missing elements in an embodiment in the Wheeler disclosure. 

10. In regards to independent claims 1 , 8 and 14, the closest prior arts of record when taken either 
individually or in combination with other prior arts of record fail to teach or fairly suggest the above steps 
and limitations. 
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1 1 . Claims 2, 5, 9, 1 2, 1 4, and 1 5 are dependent upon independent claims 1 , 8 and 1 4, thus they all 
have the limitations of independent claims 1 , 8 and 14. Therefore, they are allowable for that same 
reason stated above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Kambiz Abdi whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6702. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 10 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Fischer Andrew can be reached on (571 ) 272-6779. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 




June 5, 2007 



